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Introduction ;

Carcinoma of thyroid gland is a quite common
malignancy affecting the thyroid gland. Females
are more likely to have thyroid cancer at a ratio
of three to one’. Thyroid cancer can occur in any
age group, although it is most common after age
30 and its aggressiveness increases significantly
in older patients, The majority of patients
present with a nodule on their thyroid, which
typically does not cause S}'mptﬂmsz.

There are five types of thyroid cancer some of
which are much more common than others. The
most common types of thyroid carcinoma are
papillary and mixed papillary/follicular (~75%]).
and follicular and Herthele cell tumour (15%).
Others are medullary (~ 79). and anaplastic and
lymphoma (3%)'. Papillary and follicular
carcinoma of thyroid together termed as
differentiated thyroid carcinoma (DTC), and
have best prognosis. The prognosis of DTC are
improving significantly over the past three
decades all over the world and in our country as
well with the radioiodine remnant ablation
therapy and improved surgical clearance of
diseased thyroid and its metastatic sites.”
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Epidemiology :

Thyroid swellings, also known as goilres. are
common clinical problems throughout the
globe and in Bangladesh as well. Swelling
presenting in front of the neck due to thyroid
disease ranges from invisible but palpable to
huge one almost equal to the size of the head
of the patient are seen. Exact incidence of
thyroid cancer in Bangladesh is not known but
an estimate of 258 % of 2,629 patients
attending at the then Institute of Post-graduate
Medicine and Research (IPGMR) from
January 1994 to June 1995 were suffering
from carcinoma thyroid °. In the United States,
there are over 11,000 new cases of thyroid
cancer diagnosed in each year and 19,000
patients are thyroid cancer survivors, some for
more than 40 years after diagnosis. Thyroid
cancer constitutes nearly 1% of all human
malignant tumours®. The annual incidence is
about 3.7 per 100,000 population®*

Aectiology :

Exact aetiology of thyroid cancers is not
known. Endemic goitres predisposing to
follicular variant of differentiated thyroid
carcinoma possibly occurs due to high TSH
stimulation®,  Treatment by radiation in
childhood for diseases of head-neck and
thorax are observed to induce papillary variant
of thyroid malignancy in adult life. Malignant
lymphoma can present in patients known 1o
have autoimmune thyroiditis.”















