J. med. sci. res

Vol. 05, No. 01, January 2006

Impact of Field Practice in Community Medicine on Students’
Knowledge and Attitude Towards Health Problems and Health Needs
in the Rural Community
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Abstract:

Rural educarional experience through field praciice in Community Medicine may change stucdents’

perceptions about rural praciice issues and teir understanding abour rural upbringing. In medical

colleges of this cowmry, thivd and fouwrth vear students have to undergo field site training under the

leadership of the depariment af Conmunity Medicine ro ger exposure to the communiny witl o view to get

eriented to the health problems and health needs of the communiny as well as 1o change artitude ad

SgoleaT oS ddtens Hrammpinaipeddeeme s smmaaine Dl s esivd

ot nong r.izf".,fmrrm year medical stidents of Conmmunity Based Medical College, Mynensinglt with the
abjectives to determine whether the field practice in conptenity medicine can et the stdents know about
the conn health problems in rural comnnity, makes them understand the causes and fuctars of those
fealth problfems, the knowledye thus oftained con hefp them to mitigare the health problems prevailing in
the rural connmunity, the experiences gathered change suwdents’ likelihood of doing rural practice after
graduation, and if the stwdents gender and background arve veloed 1o the Likelihood of doing rural
practice after graduation. A J-point Likert scade was wsed. 18 was found that through the field praciice in
commmnuniny medicine, the students Tad increased their knovwledee abowt the canmian health problems in
the communiny fmean Likert scove 348 | and abour the canses of those health problems (mean score
344) They fele that knowledge palned through the fleld practice would help them 1o mitigate the health
profdems in the rural connnunite {mean scove 3.70) and they had an increased Tikelihood of doing
practice i vural aveax affer groduction (mean score 3.09) Tnteniion of ruval practice was ligher aiong
the wmale students (mean seore 3.32) than the female students although it was nes sigaificant {(mean score
I p=05) However, rural background stndents were more intercsted to do rural practice affer
graduation (mean score 387} than their wrbon backeround counterparts (mean score 3081 Thix
difference was staristically significam (p<.05). Stndents” wrban backgromnd was found 1o have negative
correlation with their intention af reral practice (correlation coefficient -0.2260, p <08, ) The stidens
alsa felt very much comforiable in doing field pracrice (mean score 3.70),
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