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Introduction :

In an international context, the terms Forensic Medicine, Legal Medicine and Medicul
Jurisprudence are used synonymously. Medical Jurisprudence is the older term but nowadays
Forensic Medicine or Legal Medicine is more commonly used. However, in Bangladesh and
India, Forensic Medicine and Medical Jurisprudence are viewed from different perspectives.
Here Forensic Medicine is the subject which deals with the medical aspects of law and Medical
Jurisprudence is the subject which deals with the legal aspects of medicine'. Although present
day Forensic Medicine or Legal Medicine emerged as a specialty only in the early part of the
sixteenth century, its roots may be traced back thousands of years”. Elements of medical ethics,
toxicology and evidence of anatomical study by human dissection found in ancient and carly
civilizations, may be considered to be the foundations of modern day Forensic or Legal
Medicine.

King Hammurabi (2132-2081B.C.) who
reigned for years drew up and elaborated
codification of laws including laws for those

The historical perspective: Babylonian

The Babylonian or Summerian civilization
existed along the Rivers Tigris and Euphrates

and was one of the oldest civilizations in the
world. Tt is believed that the Babylonians were
the first to codify the responsibilities of
Physicians.
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who practiced medicine’.

It has been found by studying the inscriptions
on clay tablets that various herbs such as
aloes, asafetida  belladonna,  cannabis.
cardamom, castor oil, cinnamon, colocynth,
conander, garlic, henbane, mandragora, mint.
mustard, myrrh, pomegranate and poppy were
used for therapeutic purposes. Evidence also
suggests that the Babylonians practiced
dissection of animals and performed some
operations. They attached much
importance to the study of human anatomy as
well as the anatomy of animals’.
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Egyptian:

Our knowledge of Medicine in ancient Egypt
is derived from certain Egyptian papyri. The





















